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ISA Celebrates the Night of Lights

“A complete entertainment!”, that's what the audi-
ence had to say next day about the evening they
spent at Bourns, A6 on October 28. Since its
inception, Diwali wasn't celebrated by ISA in such a
scale until this year. Being so far away from home
for most of us, it was a great feeling to celebrate
this festival of lights with the ISA family.

The show was truly a remarkable assortment of
dance, music and some amazing food combined
with thought provoking discussion about the future
scope and role of ISA, followed by the introduction
of the Bharat Uday Mission chapter in Riverside. As
much as we might miss those lights and fireworks
back in India, quite a part of it must have been
rekindled after being able to spend it with our
friends out here.

The Editorial

(ver the last few months we have been toying with
the idea of bringing out ISA's first newsletter in
furthering our agenda of an increased exchange of
ideas and aspirations between the Indian students
in general. and the community at large, here at
UCR . It is during the course of this endeavor that a
ot of thought, effort and creativity was channelized
to bring out something that will be informative,
educative, reflective and also fun .

ISA or the Indian Students' Association, founded by
a handful of graduate students, in Fall 2008, is still
in its fledgling years. But as | look behind, | see it
has come a long way in terms of its organizational
strength, cultural diversity and most importantly,
the scope of its activities. It has. albeit in a small
measure, started to reflect the rich and colorful
diversity of our country, carrying forward the
tradition of celebration and striving to offer its
members the assurance of a larger family in this
distant land. Although over the past few years most
of this has been chronicled in the ISA mailing list, it

Navin on the guitar. To add to the air, the audi-
ence was treated to some great tunes whistled by
Suchismita and Santanu. But that's not all of it,

. : the musical concert

- il was quite seamlessly
d | interspersed with a
couple  of  dance
performances oo,
one by Tania on a
peppy number from
the Bollywood movie
and another one by
*Smriti - who  per-
formed a classical Oddisi dance. The evening was
not just about performances. After the dinner the
audience kicked in with their
(continued on Py, £)

Opening with a prayer song performed by Navin
and Apoorva, the Diwali celebrations started
with a welcome address by Arunava, President
ISA, who also used
this occasion to
commemarate the
third anniversary
of ISA's founda-
tion. The talk given
by him and
Shailendra,  the (8
Vice President, laid
out the mission
and the vision of ISA to the new and continuing
members of the organization. Being compeered
by Sundrish, the show included some great
melodies by Neha, Indraneel and Arindam with

N - ——

have expanded the scope of this newsletter by
adding to it a colorful assortment of prose, po-
etry, articles and other creative manifests that
will not only appeal to the taste of the reading
audience, but also provide them for some food
for thought. | would like thank all those members
who have shown the willingness to contribute
their effort to make this magazine happen. We
hope that this issue becomes a harbinger for
more interesting contributions and continued
interest.

is our hope that this newsletter and its future
editions will serve to be that comman thread,
binding together the ISA history and document-
ing the myriad experiences, capturing the pre-
sent moment for today's enjoyment and tomor-
row's reflection. We also intend to shape this
magazine encompassing the broader gamut of
events not exclusive to the [SA but also inclusive
of the relevant news of the University and the
City of Riverside.

As our team was working to make this piece of
paper see the light of the day, there was some-
thing that we didn't want this newsletter to be:
just a quintessential summary of the ISA events.
Working on this project, it seemed to provide us
a great oppartunity to bring out the latent crea-
tive talent present among the fellow members in
our organization and beyond. Over the years the
ISA has grown not only in terms of sheer num-
bers, but also in terms of the talent pool and we
are very proud of it. Encouraged by this fact we

Finally, as we bring out this first issue of the ISA
Newsletter, on the behalf of ISA, | would like to
extend my sincere appreciation to our editors:
Debarshi, Apoorva and Sudeep for their com-
mendable role in putting this all together, and
everybody else who was involved in some way or
the other from its inception to the publication. We
hope many more will join in. It is after all just a
beginning!

— Arunava Chakravartty
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Lie with a Green Sun

The Light that Still Shines

“The light has gone out of our lives and there is
dartness everywhere and / do not quite know what
to tell you and how to say it Dur beloved leader,
Bapu as we called him, the father of our Nation, is
o more.. The light has gone out | said and yet /
was wrong. For the light that shone in this country
was o ordiary light. That light that has illumined
this country for these years will illumine this coun-
try for many more years, and a thousand years
later that light will stil be seen in this country, and
the warld will see it and it will give solace to innu-
merable hearts. For that light represented the
living truth, and the eterns/ man was with us with
his eternal truth reminding us of the right path,
drawing us from error, taking this ancient country
ta freedom..”

(n the evening of January 30th . 1348, Jawaharlal
Nehru, the first Prime Minister of India struggled to
speak these words on All India Radio, a few hours
after Mahatma Gandhi fell to the bullets of a fanatic
assassin. And he was right. The light has not gone
out of our lives. It still brightens up our conscience
with its soft, tender, yet undying glow and warmth.
In this troubled times of ours, so matted with con-
flict, intolerance and violence, Gandhi and all that
he stood for seems more relevant, more topical
than ever.

From his days in South Africa, where Mohandas, 24,
went on a contract for only one year, but eventually
stayed back for twenty years successfully leading
the struggle for basic human rights for the much
discriminated Indian community, emerged as the
Mahatma, armed in his twin weapon of Ahimsa, non-

No, it is actually the horizon on a blue planet -
the Earth, that is! The photograph is of a Green
Aurora over Lake Superior. The green horizon at
night is caused by high-energy particles from
the Sun. How? Through a series of electromag-
netic particle interactions!

The solar particles interact with the magneto-
sphereof the Earth.

This gives rise to ions that #hen react with the
air near the poles.

So the air molecules lose electrons.

And thenthe oxygen molecules once again reac-
quire electrons, upon which they emit - what
else? - green light!

violence and Satya, Truth. He gave them a name.
that in a few years became the most potent
mantra for millions of impoverished Indians,
Satyagraha, Truth-force. Almost resigned to the
fate of foreign domination, the hungry farmers,
the much-wronged women, the exploited Dalits
(Harijans). the passionate youths - were
aroused to national consciousness by this magi-
cian's wand from ages of slumber and sloth. |t
was as if he came like a hurricane sweeping
away past prejudices and ways of living, giving
in their place new values. His message was built
around these two wards and his slogan was " Be
Fearless".

Mahatma Gandhi, and his message, eternal as it
seems, transcends the barriers of race, relig-
ion, and nation- states. The exploited in Africa,
the down-trodden in India, the discriminated in
America, all are the rightful heirs of the Ma-
hatma's message. In a different country, in a
different time. in a different struggle. another
leader. fearless and unrelenting, concluded, * If
humanity is to progress, Gandhi is inescapable.
We may ignore him at our own risk.” Following
the Mahatma in life and in death, he led hun-
dreds of thousands colored people to lives of
dignity. respect and equality. And he did that
with the weapon almost honed to perfection by
the Mahatma: Non-violence.

Gandhi successfully demonstrated to a world,
weary with acrimony and parochialism, that
adherence to Truth and Non-violence is not
meant for individual behavior alone but can be

So - the Aurora really comes from falling Dust (of
charged particles) - and while on Dust, there's a
remarkable trilogy called Ais Jark Materials by
Philip Pullman (it's fantasy, but "scientific" and
contemporary as opposed to [ord of the Rings,
and yes, the movie comes out in December!).

|t consists of /he bolden Lompass, The Subtle
Knife, and The Amber Spyglass. They all deal with
(somewhat similar and also radically different)
Dust - as well as (pun intended) dark matter!

FPhoto credit: Jeff Hapeman (NMS4)

— Apoorva Khare

applied in global affairs also. He challenges every
conscience to "Become the change that you want
to see in the world". And his challenge becomes
all the more formidable because he walked the
talk, lived the message.

Today. when the world has become all the more
smaller thanks to amazing strides in human inno-
vation, when the people are interacting in a scale
as never before, when the smoke of “clash of
civilization” clouds the vision, Truth and Non-
violence takes on a meaning far greater in scope
than any previous times. The half-naked fakir,
with the onerous task of liberating the ancient
land with four hundred million people from for-
eign yoke, from the sloth of ages of both the body
and the soul, took it an himself to discover the
meaning of his medallion of faith. Do we have the
strength to prove to be his worthy inheritor?

In his last days, the Mahatma left a talisman for
his countrymen and far the people of the world in
general: 7 will give you a talisman. Whenever you
are i doubt, or when the self becomes foo much
with you, apply the fallowing test. Recall the face
of the poorest and the weskest man whom you
may have seen, and ask yourself if the step you
contemplate is going to be of any use to fim ]
Wil he gain anything by it? Will it restore him to
a control over his own life and desting? In other
words, will it lead to swargf for the hungry and
spiritually starving millions? Then you will find
your doubts and your selfmelt away,”

— Debarshi Dey



Page 3

Is Indian Classical Music for the Fossils?

| was sleeping when the shuffle feature in iTunes
(the music software application created by the
company of the forbidden fruit) disturbed me. The
party shuffle feature in iTunes somehow thought
that some good old lady singing an alaap in Raag
Rilahari fits the bill. | was lying half-asleep in my
bed mulling over the option of going over to my
table and closing iTunes.

At that point in time, | just hated the shuffle feature
in iTunes..

| was born into an upper-middle class family near
Bangalore. Heavily inclined towards music and
literature (my last name explains it; Twarakavi
literally means quick - -
(Twara) poet (kavi));

An appreciation for
music ran high. The
aural setting of a
typical evening at -
my home was a
uncomfortable blend  §
of an Alaap in

Khamaj (sung by my \ .

dad) and “Paradise

City" by GnR. Al this, to tell you that | can speak
for a relatively large cross-section of educated
middle-class in South India, which neither under-
stands nor appreciates Indian Classical music. | am
also speaking on behalf of zillions of local "dudes”
and "dud-inis" who dont know what to think of In-
dian classical music.

|. To begin with, us youngsters dont understand
the abstract language used in our lyrics.

Try this - " gAngeya vasanadhara padmanAbha”. To
appreciate this, one must know that:

gAngeya is bhlshma - the son of gange (gange ya
maga gAngeya - Bth std sanksrit should kick in!)

vasanadhara - a certain someone clothed

padmanAbha - vishnu is called padmanAbha be-
cause he has a kamala sticking out of his nAbhi
(navel) ; abstract meaning : he is the creatar of the
universe (lotus in Hindu mythology is equated to the
universe)

So, that sums upto: vishnu, who is clothed in white
clothes like gAngeyal!

Now, this is just one line in sanskrit based classical
song. Lets now try unravelling, "praNava nAda

swaroopiNi" or "himagiri thanaye hEmalathe".
Indian classical songs are loaded with refer-
ences to motifs that span the entirety of Hindu
mythology, Vedas, Upanishads and sanAtana
dharma. Almost all songs need a good under-
standing of our roots. Now, how many of us
actually studied Sanskrit, away from getting
good scores? Also, songs are composed in al-
most all the Indian languages. So, one need to be
well-versant with a lot of things in the Indian
spectrum.

Also. understanding Indian classical music is a
|ot of diagnosis - you want to first figure out the
language of the
song, it's hidden
meaning,  make
sense  of the
innumerable
names that are
given to each of
our gods, unravel
\ compound words,
—— figure out who
rthE COMpOSer s,
so on and so
forth. That is just fact gathering. Then. one has
to make connections between the facts - that
the composer's intent in composing the song is
this or that, that particular raaga was selected
to convey this bhava (emotion) because this
raaga is a karuna rasa-pradAna raaga.see
that? |t keeps your neurons firing! It is
hard...incredibly tedious.

2. Overuse of Bhakti - most of us don't feel
spiritual all the time.

We are a materialistic generation (I mean..
come on.. admit that). | personally did not un-
derstand what my grandmom meant when she
said - "Asane duKhakke moolam" (Desire is the
cause for unhappiness). My immediate respanse
to that was of dismay. If one has no desire, what
is the motivation to live then?! So, our genera-
tion is not high on bhakti, we are more carnal
and immediate in our desires. Renouncing the
warld, honing one's spirit. karmayOga, bhakti-
ylga - do we even relate to this? Seriously.
what did India get for going on an over-dose of
spirituality? 200 years of colonial rule and a
wounded civilization? Anyway, a music that has
bhakti as the single-most dominant bhAva or
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emation in it, seems boring.

3. The melody in the Indian classical voice is
not obvious.

| run the risk of being stoned to death by Indian
classical music purists, but welll Indian music is
melodic and monophonic. Our roots are stooped
in melody and prosody. Yet, the indian classical
voice has lost its melodic appeal. Several of my
friends, who like raaga-based film songs but
refuse to come to Indian classical concerts, feel
the same. The voice production is not melodic.
The most spontaneous reaction to the Indian
classical voice - is that it is unappealing. This
might explain why many of us prefer to hear
Indian classical music played on a Mandolin, Saxo-
phone or other instruments. For the new breed
that spends hours on the computer and is battling
with stress, the concept of music has changed.
We don't seek serious music. We don't like music
that takes itself too seriously also! Music to us,
must be relaxing, rejuvenating and non-cerebral.
Here again. this is no lament that Indian classical
music does not have the right ingredients to be
all that. The audience has changed- that is all. My
grandma would often shout at me for singing
Indian classical music and say - "Enduku Arusthu-
naadu?" (Why is he howling?). Even worse, she
would often remark that most Indian classical
musicians are constipated and need laxatives!

4. Indian classical musician is visual torture.

Today, the deal is to be cool. The Indian classical
singer on stage is clenching his teeth... opening
his jaws... making demaonical shapes out of his
mouth... his hand is twitching and turning... he
points out to imaginary things in the air and
smiles for no reason! Also, the indifference ex-
uded is a huge turn-off. Many singers don't even
face the audience. they don't talk to the audience,
no remarks are made about the song, raaga,
taala, anecdotes and alike. The room is filled with
bald-heads, matare (marathi for old woman) and
Rajammas draped in gawdy Kanchivaram
saarees. Plus. all good-looking babes are hip-
hopping in discos; the men have no reason to
make it to concerts unless they find solace in
traditional bhindi and nAmas.

(continue on Py, 5)
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Poem

It's Over

Book Review

The Meaning of Liff by Douglas Adams

o Does the sensation of Zimgrith make you yelp? Do you bend sympathetically when you see someone
And then, one of these days. you think it is over. Ahenny? Can you deal with a Maugatuck without causing a Toromta? Will you suffer from Kettering

You poe. this summer? Probably.

You prod.

Satisfied, you take a deep breath. There are an awful lot of words in the world, which don't do anything but sit an signposts. There are
‘Finally', you say out loud, ‘its gane..caput... an awful lot of experiences in the world, which don't have a word from them. Douglas Adams has
And you get a curious tangy feeling in your mouth. created a spoof dictionary here, which uses names of places and associates them with a comman
You look up. experience we have in our daily life, but which we probably don't pay attention to. Given that Adams
The stars mustbe a little brighter, you think. used to write comedy about the Earth blowing up, there's no doubt that this book too is a laugh riot.
The wind whips your face. lts cald. It's a perfect read for a 5-minute break you might want after a class or between experiments.

But you don't mind.

— Sudeep Popat

(Tingrith—The feeling of aluminum foil against your fillings: Ahemnny—The way peaple stand when exarmin-
ing ather peqple’s bookshelves; Naugatuck—A plastic packet containing shampon, mustard etc., which is
impassible to pen without biting off the corners; Toronta—Anything that comes in 2 gush, £.g. ketchup
onto faod- Kettering—Buy the book and look it up yourself)

Because, you arzhappy. aren't you?

Because, it is over, isn't it?

And on ather days, you desperately wait for her call
— Arunava Chakravartty

Graduate Students: Expert Cooks?

Graduate students usually lack energy and time to 4. Tomatoes - diced Method:
cook (good) food. After joining a graduate school, 5. green chilly - slit

many of them miss home and mom(dad)-made food; . oil, salt and turmeric

some of the graduate students even don't know how 7. 1/2 teaspoon coriander powder
to cook rice initially. The following recipes are
suggested for such people, and are not only easy to

Heat the oil in a pan. Put in the onions and chilly
and fry till light brown. Add the beans and carrots
and keep frying. When slight tender add tomatoes,
salt and turmeric and fry till cooked. Add corian-

cook but also nutritious and delicious. Thanks to my Chingri Macher Malaikari der powder and stir for 3 mins. Serve with rice
friend, Kuheli Louha from wha | learned these reci- | Ingredients: or chapathi.
pes. Prawn/shrimp—| Ibs; Coconut milk— cup; Corn-capsicum
Datshie Medium-sized onion—I no; Ginger paste— thsp; Inaredients:
Slit green chili—4; Red Chili Fowder— tsp; Bay ngrecients
Ingredients: Leaf—2 nos; Sugar—2 tsp: Turmeric powder— | |- Capsicum - cut into long thin slices
I. Beans - chopped 1/2 tsp; Whole cardamom—2 nos; Cinnamon— 2. Potatoes - cut iptn long Thi_ﬂ S“FES
2.7 Potatoes - peeled and diced 1/2"; Whole cloves—4 nos; Cooking oil-a0 g; 3. Tomataes - cut into long thin slices
3. 2 Tomatoes - diced Salt to taste. g E‘WEEt Eﬁlhn - tl'iQWEdd
41 cup Peas - thawed Method: - breen chilly - slice

B. Onions - cut into long thin slices
Wash and dive in the prawns. Rub some | 7. Garlic powder - /% teaspoon

turmeric powder and add salt and turmeric on | 8 (1, salt and turmeric powder
the prawns and keep aside. Chop the onions.
Crush cardamom, cinnamon and cloves in a | Method:

5. Z slices of cheese (preferably yellow American
singles)

B. Green chilies

7. Salt and | spoon oil

Method: Irir;;%:tahrrs:v: p:stdle’;hlleEngliilnaggdfrgi#gnglr]'n;atsut: Heat oil in a pan. Add the garlic powder. Add the
. . : | onions and green chilly and fry for 10 mins over
Put all vegetables in a pan. add salt and oil and | bay lea. red chilli powder and fry for about 5 | |, flame.

cup water and start to boil. When vegetables are |7 minutes. Add the prawns and fry alang with
tender but not very soft, add the cheese and | hg spices for a few minutes. Add coconut milk, Add the potatoes and fry again for 7 mins with the

stir.Simmer till the cheese melt. Serve hot orcold. | sugar, salt and the ground spices (cardamom, | container closed. Open the cover and add the
cinnamon and cloves). Cover the vessel and |  Capsicum and fry for 10 mins. Add the corn and
simmer in medium heat for about 10 minutes. | tomatoes. Add salt and turmeric powder and keep
Ingredients: Add green chillies. Close the cover for another | frying till cooked.

10 minutes. Serve hot

Beans and Carrot

I. Beans - cut into |.9inch pieces
2. Carrots - cut into long thin slices Serve hat with rice.

. . o — Dhiman Barman
3. Onions - cut into long thin slices

— Hiya Banerijee
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ISA-UCR: Growth Through Culture

“Fvery day you may make progress. Fvery step may

be fruitful Vet there will stretch out before you an
sver-lengthening, ever-ascending, Bver-impraving
path. You know you will never get to the end of the
Journey. But this, so far from discouraging, only
adds to the joy and glory of the climb.” — Sir
Winston Churchill

The process of getting people together to be a part
of an enormous organization is a slow one; the task
of getting them enthused to take the stage and
make unanimous decisions daunting. When the idea
of setting up a family of Indian students in the Uni-
versity of California, Riverside was conceived, | am
sure that the magnanimity of this endeavor did not
escape the minds of the people in charge. But none
the less, the wheels were set in motion, and what
we have today is an organization that has not only
been successful in achieving their initial target of
being a home-base of information for incoming
Indian graduate students, but has also become the
support system for all of us here at UC Riverside.

When | was first inducted into the organization as a
social and cultural secretary, the responsibilities
spelt out for me were simple: attending quarterly
ISA meetings, planning out parties/events/get-
togethers for the overworked and underpaid gradu-
ate students and making RSVP lists! That seemed
reasonable enough, especially since being an offi-
cial member of the board meant taking time out on
weekends and probably also out of the allocated
research hours.

However, being in the position of organizing all the
fun stuff for the ISA has made me cognizant of the
fact that this responsibility is so much more than
just making lists. Two years into being liable for
organization of ISA events has lead me to under-
stand that the fact that although all of us come
here from different parts of the same country, we
uncannily end up wanting and enjoying the same
things!

The Fall quarter was kicked off by the annual LCR
block party, where all the registered organizations
on campus put up booths and advertise themselves
and what they stand for. ISA has been an active
member of this event for the past 2 years. It is
indeed a pleasure to see that every year is an im-
provement over the previous. This year the organi-
zation had a tremendous response thanks to a
stunning slide show showcasing India and our rich

culture. The Indian touch was enhanced by the
traditional Indian sarees and dupattas that were
used as decorations and by the sale of bangles
and 'bindis’ at the booth. The result : not only did
we have the “foreign” crowd drawn in by the
splash of colours, but we also had to field a lot
of questions about the much-talked about Indian
culture. The conclusion : the block party. for the
first time, was successful in achieving what this
is all about - not only promoting the organiza-
tion, but also promation of our culture.

The festivities were continued into the next
manth with the biggest get together that the ISA
has organized so far : the grand Diwali bash! We
had an over-whelming response (and that might
be by far the longest RSVP list | have made)! The
evening was started with the screening of docu-
mentaries about India and a video put together
by Navin Twarakavi about India and ISA UCR. We
also had a short but important presentation put
forth by the members of The Bharat Uday Mis-
sion - Riverside chapter, regarding the efforts
of a few Indians in America to bring about social
and political changes in India. The evening was a
musical bonanza with a plethora of professional
performances by Neha, Shantanu, Suchismita,
Arindam, Apoorva and Naveen, and a dance
performance by Tania Singh. The highlight of the
evening was a classical dance performance by
Smruti. The evening was concluded with a round
of antakshari organized by KV Singh and with us
dancing into the wee hours of the marning.

We greeted our incoming members in the Fall
quarter with the “Fresher's welcome”. This year,
for the first time, ISA organized the welcome as
a beach party. The day was full of fun on Hunt-
ington Beach, with a beach picnic lunch. volley-
ball, swimming and a lot of sun!

As another successful quarter draws to an end,
it is with a lot of pride and love that | look back
and realize that we have indeed become a huge
family! A family that has its own disagreements
and squabbles but which in the end still works
and grows together. And although this seems to
be a good place to be in as far as an organiza-
tion is concerned, | know, as all of us do, that [SA
will keep growing and hopefully will keep getting
closer to perfection!

— Shweta Puntambekar
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Indian Classical Music (contd.)

9. Concert set-up is not clear; who does what
on stage?

This to me this part is as bad as it gets. Some-
where down the line, Indian classical community
assumed that it's listeners will all be erudite
musicologists. Nothing is ever spoken about. My
cousins used to ask me questions like - "what is
befare they sing the song? Alaap - | would say.
"Why do they do that?" To set the mood for the
song; Alaap is also the teaser on what song might
be coming up next. Many people don't understand
that the hand count has a purpose. The hand
count is the interface or joining ground for both
the musician, who is doing extempore melodic
improvisations in the taala framework and the
percussionist who is improvising rhythmically - to
the same tempo, beat and taala. My cousins used
to call my hand count "fits" - which meant | was
making epileptic-like movements!

The concert structure is never discussed. These
questions might seem very basic to the self-
proclaimed protectors of Indian classical music.
They ought to realize that a huge chunk of our
demagraphy thinks otherwise.

Well, | will stop it at that.. | might be doomed for
having spoken the truth! Remember the dialogue
from RDB, "Jo hotaa hain use hone do aur chup
chup sehte rahi yaa fir badalne ki jimmedaari
uthaao aur use badlo”.How true..Every music
needs a revolution ... some fresh experiments and
better packaging..

| felt an urge to start the revolution..in my own
small way...

| woke up and let the old lady finish her alaap...
and went back to my sleep....yawn!

And...one more thing.......

Hopefully, one day | will again start believe that
iTunes shuffle feature is insanely cool..

— Navin Twarakavi



ISA-UCR on the Web!

http://www.isaucr.org

Republic Day Celebration

Bharat Uday Mission's Riverside
Chapter and [SA-UCR has organized
a Republic Day Celebration on
January 28, 2006 at Gandhiji's
statue in City Square, Riverside
Downtown. You are cordially invited
to attend the same.

Night of Lights (contd.)

vocal cords and their thorough awareness of bolly-
wood during the Antakshari hosted by KV, a veteran
of numerous antaksharis in ISA.. And this is not all.
The fun for the night was over yet, as dance floor
was yet to unroll. After some great music, great
talk and some great food it was time for those
movers n shakers to hit the dance floor. Dance

ISA-UCR Board

Arunava Chakravartty—President

Shailendra Singh—Vice President

Mahesh Waje—Vice President

Abhilash Nigam—Treasurer

Abhishek Mitra—Treasurer and Secretary of Web
Administration

Hiya Banerjee—Assistant Treasurer

Shweta § Puntambekar—Secretary of Cultural Activi-
ties

Saurabh Ghosh Roy—Secretary of Sports Activities
and Sponsarships

Anirban Banerjee—Secretary of Web Administration

Debarshi Dey—Under Secretary of Literary Activities

Anusha an undergrad student in the dance pro-
gram at UCR. A large part of this success can be
attributed to the participation from the new
incoming students who participated in a big way
in so many ways including their performances
as well as helping in the organization of the
events. This was also for the first time that ISA

parties have always been the
favorites but the sight to see so
many feet tapping together and
jiving away to some great music
is simply amazing.

Beating all previous statistics, ittt

this was the best attended| ity of Riversi

party that ISA has ever hosted. Program (TBA)
“We had to close the RSVP's two | Cricket World
days before the event because |  2007)

the response was so OVEr-|  [utdoor Sports

Upcoming ISA Events

Republic Day Celebrations (in campus
on January 27th, in downtown on
January  Z28th—jointly with BM

was able to secure sponsor-
ships for an event from the
businesses in the local com-
munity. Close by restaurants
like New India Sweets and
Spices, India Sweets and
Groceries and Hukka Hut as
well Punjab Palace from
Corona provided sponsor-
ships both in cash and kind.

de Volunteer Activity

Cup Coverage (March

Overall. the Diwali party can

Activities (TBA)

whelming and we were re-
stricted by the capacity of the room”, says Shweta,
the cultural secretary, looking after the guest man-
agement for this show. The participation came not
just from the graduate students but there were
quite a few undergraduate students too. “Hope that
ISA organizes more parties this coming year! | did
not even feel left out being an undergrad!!”, writes

Halal Resturaunt

An Indian/Pakistani and Middle Eastern cuisine

be summed up as a very
entertaining evening for everybody and a signifi-
cant step taken forward by ISA. However, it
would augur well for organizing committee, not
to let this momentum slip away, but consolidate
upon it and try to come up with more innovative
events and activities over the course of the
year.
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Poem

For You.. My Love

As the moment passes on, impatient
As the thought arises, pregnant

My Love, | wait for Thee at the edge of my
doaor...

The senses, | play with them,

The mind, | give it a game;

My Love, only for You | o this far...
Morning breaks. it starts all over again,
Afternoon comes, with the scent of rain;
My Love, its evening, will you still be afar..?
Deep within, in the darkness

The gentle breeze my heart caress,

Is it You my Love holding the door ajar...?
— Debarshi Dey
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